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More than 100 people attended an open house and ribbon-cutting event Thursday to observe Somerset-Pulaski Economic Development Authority’s
(SPEDA) new office space on the third floor of Somerset Energy Center. The event was in partnership with Somerset-Pulaski County Chamber of
Commerce Business After Hours series.

SPEDA hosts open house for new office space
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The Somerset-Pulaski
Economic Development
Authority (SPEDA) staff
and board members
welcomed more than
100 community mem-
bers at an open house
and ribbon-cutting
Thursday, Aug. 29 — in-
troducing them to their
new office space at the
City of Somerset Energy
Center and to their mis-
sion and purpose.

In partnership with
the Somerset-Pulaski

County Chamber of
Commerce and its
Business After Hours
series, SPEDA staff and
board members shared
with attendees the
progress the organiza-
tion has made in just
seven short months of
existence. In addition
to hearing about the or-
ganization’s new brand,
programs and initia-
tives, community mem-
bers had the opportu-
nity to walk through
SPEDA’s third-floor
office space, which
includes a hallway and

conference room lined
with dynamic photos of
the community.

“It is an exciting day
for the staff and board
of directors at SPEDA,”
said Chris Girdler,
president and CEO of
the organization. “We
have worked tirelessly
to develop a new pres-
ence for our organiza-
tion and our office
complex reflects that in
its entirety.”

Girdler highlighted
the cost savings to
taxpayers — more than
$30,000 annually in

rent and utilities — by
having office space
in the energy center,
which enables the
organization to invest
that money back into
the community through
programs like SPEDA’s
soft-skills training and
mini-grant programs.
“In addition, the glass
walls in our office are
representative of the
transparency in which
we plan on conducting
ourselves as well as the
synergy we hope to cre-
ate within our commu-
nity,” Girdler said.

SPEDA staff and
board members were
energized by the large
crowd, Girdler said,
and are appreciative of
the cooperative spirit
that is being fostered
within the community.

“Unity and collabora-
tion are important to a
strong, local economy,”
he said. “We will con-
tinue to work tirelessly
to promote a welcom-
ing environment and
develop our commu-
nity.”

The Somerset-Pulaski
Economic Develop-

ment Authority is a
city-county partner-
ship that serves as an
umbrella for workforce
development, tourism,
entrepreneurship and
industrial recruitment
with the goal of elevat-
ing the function and
visibility of economic
development in the
community. To learn
more about this effort,
visit somersetkyleads.
com.

Corbi man arrested after found driving motorized cart while intoxicated

CNHI KENTUCKY

LAUREL COUNTY
— A Corbin man was
arrested Friday after
Laurel County Sher-
iff’s Office found him
driving a motorized
Walmart cart and de-
termined he was under
the influence.

Laurel Sheriff’s Sgt.
John Inman along
with Deputy Shannon
Jones, Deputy Tommy
Houston, Deputy Gary
Mehler and his K-9
“Edge”, and CSO Judy
Morgan arrested Steve
A. Eaton, age 39, of

Corbin at about
11:39 p.m.

The arrest oc-
curred at apart-
ments off Felts
School Road in
southern Laurel
County after
deputies were
dispatched to
a complaint of
a intoxicated subject
driving a Walmart
motorized cart near
apartments there.

Upon arrival at the
scene deputies said
they found Eaton on
the Walmart cart and
conducted an investiga-
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Steve Eaton

tion determin-
ing he was
under the
influence. In
addition, fol-
lowing further
investigation
deputies
determined
Eaton had al-
legedly taken
a total of 10 pushcarts,
five from Walmart,

three from Kroger and
two from the Dollar
Tree.

Eaton was charged
with alcohol intoxica-
tion in a public place
and theft by unlawful
taking. He was also
charged on a Knox
District Court bench
warrant of arrest charg-
ing failure to appear
in court on charges of
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alcohol intoxication
in a public place and
contempt of court.

Eaton was lodged in
the Laurel County Cor-
rectional Center.
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